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� More than 80% of garment workers are women.
� There are approx 329,000 outworkers in Australia 
- a ratio of 15 homeworkers to each factory worker.
� Homeworkers in Australia typically work 12-18 hour 
days, 6-7 days a week, for about one third of the 
award rate of pay.
� 75% of companies in the Australian clothing sector 
have the majority of their production carried out i n 
private homes.
� Women’s clothing prices in the UK have fallen by a 
third in ten years - Britons now buy 40% of their 
clothes at ‘value’ retailers (supermarkets & bargai n 
chains)
� Average garment export prices in China fell by 30% 
between 1997 and 2002 - at the same time production 
costs rose 10%.
� The minimum wage for Bangladeshi garment workers ha s 
fallen by half in real terms in the past ten years:  it 
is now just AU$17 a month.

Textile Facts from:
www.fairwear.org.au
www.labourbehindthelabel.org - Who Pays for Cheap Clo thes?
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